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establish a custom as between the parties, and a few illustrative examples will not serve to establish a usage.
When the explanation rests upon usage in the neighborhood, such usage must be general and a knowledge of it must be common, so that it may have been presumed to have been known to the parties to the contract.
Such custom or usage must be reasonable, and must have been generally assented to, and complied with without protest, in order to become binding in explaining the terms of a contract.
Such custom or usage, also, must not be repugnant to any of the express terms of the contract itself, neither must it contravene a state statute, city ordinance, or conflict with the law of public policy.
34.   Rules of Construction.
1.    The first and principal rule to be followed in the construction of contracts is to  ascertain the real intention  of the parties at the time the contract was signed.    In fact all rules are merged in this one, and have for their object the determination of the original real meaning of the document.
2.    In arriving at this real meaning, the words used  must be understood in their  ordinary   and popular  meaning, when these do not have a technical  significance,   as  indicated in  the previous article.    In all other cases, the  language  is supposed to mean what it would ordinarily be understood to  mean under the given circumstances of time and place, and as between the given parties.
3.    Furthermore the whole instrument must be looked to, and all  the   terms   thereof   made   effective   if  possible.    The whole  instrument will   be   construed, also,   in  construing  any latent ambiguity which may pertain to any given part.    Where more than one document enters into a general  agreement they shall  all be taken into account in the construction of the entire